06.19 Needs of Children with a Social Worker

We recognise that children may need a Social Worker due to Safeguarding or welfare needs.
Children may need this help due to abuse, neglect and complex family circumstances. A
child’s experiences of adversity and trauma can leave them vulnerable to further harm, as
well as educationally disadvantaged in facing barriers to attendance, learning, behaviour,
and mental health.

The Designated Safeguarding Lead should hold and use this information so that decisions
can be made in the best interests of the child’s safety, welfare, and educational outcomes.

Where children need a social worker, we understand that this should inform decisions about
safeguarding, with regard to attendance, missing, exclusions and we should work to actively
promote their welfare.

If any child with a known child protection plan at the setting has a safeguarding concern
raised or is absent without explanation, this will be referred to their Social Worker/Social
Care Team with urgency and as soon as possible.
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